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Date of Information: May 1555,

1. Tuinerary:

Helsinki - Moscow; rail

Moscow - Irkuteik; rail (5 days enpoute, 2 days in Irkutek)
Irkatek ~ Odessa -~ Klev; sir

Biev - Chop - Prague - Cheb; weil

2. Fimnlish sympathies appesr lergely divided - pro-west and

-

3. Fimish steen locemotive bhenla the leningrad-Moscow bound
train 8 miles into USSR texritory; 1.c., from Vematkala to Yyborg.

k. Bowrce noted n eleetric locamstive, 5700 WP stored near
Lemingrad. {b & w#}

5. Source reports u & mimute headway for leningrau subsmay traias,

6. ‘Source engsged in prolific photography and encountered cely
4 rether minor cbjections, vhich he cleverly obviated.

T- Source dvisined a photo of the MU car shop in leningrad {b & w).
8. The rail line ir electrified ot least 60 kms west of lLenmingred.
G. Source estimates about 60 percent of Soviet rolling stock io

heaxle. (Comment: This statistic is pmobably from Hollamd Bmter's
publication rether than from cbeervation.)

agwmmamamamwmwm,mmm

25X1X6

0200080022-4




Approved For Release 2000/08/2@(.}ampﬁq1$\Q95Qe7A000200080022-4
AW S B S ’

10. Switebes ond turnouts are beligved to be no limiting factor
on traffic movement.

u.m«wmmmmwwmg
an individuslly supporbed catenary oo dach treek, aontrast
the ususl US method of suspending the ¢atenary acyoss hoth trecke.

12. Bource obtained photo of the Leningred rail yards (b & v).

13‘mmwmwm«zmwmwmmum@
deep; the time required to reach the surfece on the sscalator was
about 2 minutes,

14. Sowiet diesel locomotivesz aye built high and accessible
for maintenance purposes.

15, Bevised (sunmer 1958) schedule for the overmight express
from Leningrad to Moscow is 0020 - 0815, represemting speed-up of
over an haur. Nostly business types and thelr wives ware cboerved
on this mm.

16, Motive power rom Yeningrad to Moscow imcluded a 4,000 HP
diesel. alectric locomotive,

17. Relatively slow passenger nchefules are probabily due te
coordination with freight schedulen rathor than track conditions.

18. Intourist guide, Who gemerally vacationed im the Carpathians,
told source the rcads ware bad, amnd thet a smell car was practical.

19. Source hes photo (b & w} of oll-fired stean locomotive;
serial nuber 3-T08~T6.

20. Source estimates 2/3 of wmotor treffic in the USSR to be
trucks.

21. Source bas photo {eclor) of Pobeda cabs at the Kursk
station in Moscow.

22, Railrond passenzer agents use & guide about the size of a
World Afrlines Ouide, apparently not in general cirenlation.

2§‘mmmmww(mmwmm
photo) gave souree the impression of ckpability, but was not
commnicative.

2k, Suburban lines were electrifisé up to sbout 60 kms outside
of major cities.
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23« Radl used around '
antd i Moscow was gemerally 104 1bs. with

26. A grest deal of erushed reck
oy bellagt was observed on

27. The TranseSiverian 8 i :
toccmstive trom soocov. [ 755

20. Eech passenger car is heated maw ently, therd
avolding possible delay resulting frogs frozen train i:taaa. hgﬂ.:;
gummms in source's car, 3 fareigners end one unidentified

29, Roadbed and Lrack em the TryusSiberian run Moscow-
Iriatak) vas exsellent. Source cbesryed " mny cum:m(:—.e tie
sections, well scattered,” but concrete ties wave never mixed
with vood ties in the same section of track.

30. Motive power changed to modem steam (484 48,500 1o
tractive effort, built at Kharkov) at some little distance fecn
Moscow on miﬁ:iberian TU . ) ivtle ds

31. There were alwiys 2 fireasen on steam locomotd
regardliess of automatfc stoking. ‘ veRs

32. Average engine run was % howrs st abeut 35 u.pJh.

33. Engines were changed at most division podnts.

J4.  Scurce has photo (b & v) of a TE-3 dlesel locomotive
running 83 & single unit; observed the single unit TB-3 palling
10 or 11 passenger cars at 50 MPE vith no apparent strain.

35. Bource cbeerved no high-speed turnouts on (e
tos gh=speed the Hosoow

36, Bource sav nu pipeline construction in evidence on
the MoseoweIrkutsk run.

37+ Bource exparienced excellert service on treins, A
full course wmeal. averaged sbout $4.00 on the dtner at the
tourist rate of cxchange.

3. Total cost of source's tour within the Soviet Union
was §907.00.

39+ Passenger statione on the Truns-34b are varaished
rather then painted; scurce hes color photos of several. ’

-k wm
-
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40. 014 steew locomotive built in Schenegtady in 1517
wvas used for train wetering. Source has vhoto vhich caused one
of the § altereations with police.

41. Bource has hoto (color) of train load of virgin lands
settlers, mede up of obsolete equipmemt.

42, Source has photo (eolor) of old steem locomptive with
recso, N = > "oose .

iss; Ne train-oxder operaticn g obsarved anywlsye aloug
the route. The Trane-iib to Irkutsk was entirely operated hy
sstomatic bloek signeliing.

b, A mmber of locomotives still are fitted with the old

serey type couplers is addition tc automatic couplers, although
virtually all rolling stock cbsexved was fitted with mutomatic

eouplers.
43. Diesel traction was used Lrom Vagey to Nazavayevsks

. on the Tesas-Siberian. A relatively faet schedule was maintained

fronm Razavayevska to Qusk despite stops vhon meeting westbound
trains.

46. Source cbeerved excellent ppogress oo street paving
in Irtatek, including much aspbalt pawing.

47. At the Angere Dex comstyuction site, sowrce cbserved
L tawbines in service oven though emstruction is not yet
conpleted. boasted that all equipment used \as not
mmmmm, but in 8iberia. BSource also was tald
that a railroad is %o be bullt across the Angara Dan into Irkutsk.

4. Bource wvas driven to Quekh, o ecllective farm willage
about 35 miles north of Irkutsk over 3 good road. Schoolhouse
had surprisingly modern faeilitier ineluding physiocs epd chewmistry
laba,

43, Bouree doserved 30«40 big cemumraial airerarlt at
Irkutsk alrport. The runways were couerete and very long.

The flight to Olesse from Irkutsk was made on a TU-10L s
33,000 feet averaging 600 MPH. Routs wes along the Tyuns«Siberian
mmmsbuskmmmmmwm
Bowree cbeexrved Inskeya and Omsk t yards from this ventage
point and yeports 2 grvat deal of vity. Several trains vere
moving slowly at close intervels iran east to west
Omsk. GSource estimates cll yards he ¢bserved to be operating
at "near capacity for efficient operation.” ALl yards also
vere well-lighted.
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5G. The flight Irau OGdessa to Klev wvas ip s 21 passenger
twinwengine arieraft. Rough in compsriscn to the PUCLOL.

tmsi. Source cbserved only one suspension bridge in the UBER -
& OV .

2. 'The railrosd bridge at Kiev is single~track but with
standby replacement materials, so that it could probably b
rebuilt withia 24 howrs. Bailroac asployee objected to taking
of this photo but source flashed = presc card and juged an
the train avoiding con’iscation.

23. BSource vas told that Xiev was 70 pergent perkland,
and observation tended {0 comfirn this statement.
yi
S%. ALl gtreetcars cbserved in the USER had two operators,
aogtly women. ‘The Railrond ministry operates the streetcsrs
(deduced from wniforws and insigniae).

55. Source was told that the yafiroad station in Odessa
(calor photo)} was rebuilt, after the Rumenians bosbed it out,
with dopated lsbor.

56. Qdesss Ports

Docks apd installations ave directly below the main
part of the city. A funicular railwey is used For nceess.

oT. Chep:

The soupler and truck change for internaticsal railway
cars at Chop required 20 to 25 mdmrtes. (b & v photos) Souree
estimates intersetional ratlway cars to be about one foot losc
in bedght and to be coe foot neEryover than stenfed Soviet
pessenger cars. Theye are & yails at the trenshhipment point,
with a lstersl adjustment accomplished by means of jagks.

58. The Czechoslovakian railimys were in excellert
condition; the Chop tc Pregae line has bean extensively rebuilt
including tumnsels,

-59. The following locomotive types were observed in
genersl use on the Ozech railycad:

O=li-i=) pascanger electric
2«10-0 stesmn Lreight
LeBwl gtoam passanger

(ONFIDENTIAL
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B. Zpecific Queations and Answess

Qs mmmmm@smmmmmmm%mn
purpose frejght car. Did you see thie type of fyeight car in uset

A: I @id not sece this type of freight car inm use anyvhere.

G After kawviag cbeserved the Russian railrosds ip operetinn,
do you believe that their ammounced performance datz {ton kilometer
of freight handled) are cxaggerated?

Ay I ses¢ po reason Yo guestion thelr anpounced performenco.
Jihe UBER railroads mre extrepely setive and move vust tomnages.
1mmmmwummmaaQamw
in reilroad operation given the requirenents for traiilis ;
end & plant of the sizo available to the UBHR, m,mm
ratlroad aduinistration eppesrs Yo be doing an extrenely good
Job with ihe plant avallshle to it,

Q@  Ddé you get the impreszion that the USSR railrcads are
opersting at near capacity?

A: The USER railronds are soving ap extremely high density
of teralffic on a relatively mmll network. The USSR mailvoad
officials sppear to be aware of the ntoessity to incwrense capacity.
They bave programs for eleetrificntior and disselisation. However,
in ovder to derive the full bemefit of these programs they vill
have to expend their yards, lengthen thedr yard trecks end sidings.
I believe that sidings and yard treaizs vhich limit the length of
the trains ere the chief limiting factor on the capacity of their
gystem., The Traw-Siberian Reilroad sppesrs to be cpersting at
near capecity. However, the roiliyvads I observed in the Ukreine
had much less density and were unquastionably operating at a
rete mach below capacity.

& In treveling east from Sovosibirsk 4id you see any
avidence of pipeline eopstructiont

A: No, I 4id not.

Q: You have pointed out that thére is extremely high trailn
density east of Omsk on the Trans-Sibarian raf¥rosd. How &o the
Russians cope with accidents and hot boxes thab ocour on theae
high density sections.

A: I 4idn't cee oo accident or a hot box, and I don't think
they bhave many hot boxes. Mmrswummmhmmmw

mléhempﬂmgﬁmbe. Inzﬁditim,mmm
relatively showd, possibly 50 oars, and on the stesm opexmting
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sections the staris are slow so that the axles are wall lubrieated
when the train reaches running speed. Also, sidings and switches
are found at frequent inteyvals so thet if & bot box should ccour
a train cowld be pulled into & 3iding rether quickly. I never cav
a train in travdle,

Qr Hhat types of ballast dié you cbsexrve?

JA: Crevel, sand mnd crushed rock. The ballast was guite good
on the main lines, but on sidings and in yards the ballast frequently
consisted of sand. This is a logieal use of ballast.

G You had an opportunity tc obdwrve motor wvehicle traffic
in Leningrad and Moseowr, How did this traffic look?

A:  The traffic wes relatively light and counsisted of a
preponderance of truck traffic - sbout 2/3.

Q As & result of chaerving the demsity of traffic on the
Trexs-Sdbericn reflroad betweon Omsk sud Irkutsk what feel dld you
get for the through cepebility in teams of trains eack wmy per
day on this stretch of 1line?

Ar T would say that based on the activity I cbserved on this
streteh of railroad, the theough capelility for train movement be-
tween Omsk and Irkutek would be roughly 60 trains esck way per day,
memmmamtmm

T As you traveled st from Onelk to Ivktek aid you notice
any decresse in the trein density -dhen you had pessed Novosibirhk?

Ar  Theye mey have been some drep off in train density as I
passed Novosibirsk. However, 1 had the lLpression of intense
activity throughout this trip. It wves very seléom that a fyeight
train was not in aight from the passenper train on which I was
riding throyghout this trip. The yards were well ocoupied by
cars and, although the locomotive shedt sppear to be relatively
smell, there were a large mumber of locomotives in evidence in
the vicinity of these facilities,

4 Pid you have an opportunity to cbserve the locomotive
seyvicing and repair facilities at Barebinek?

A Ho.

v Q: What type of sigoalling d1d you cbserve on the Transe

A: They sppeared to have & systes sisilar to our astomatic
bloc sigoalling system.
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Q@ Was the flight by air rfrom Irkutsk to Moscow 1o the TUI04
uncaniortable and nolsy?

Ay The flight (e sellout) was very coufortable. There werc
three hostesses on boerd the plane,eni the flight was not nocly.
The majority of the pessengers wvere military.

4t You cbserved subway stations in Lendngrad ond Moscow. 3hat
hepdwey was maintained hy the subumy trains?

A:  Your mimites in leningrad sni two minutes in Mossow.

Qt What was the conditdion of the wmotive power that you
obsexrved?

A: The wotive pover eppeared to be well maintained and the
locomotive crewt appeared to take great pride in the appesrance
of their equipment. I saw thewm romeving grease with kerosenc,
and polishing the locomotives on several ocoesions.

¢t Whet overanll impression d1d you get of railroad perfarwence
in the USSRY

Ar 1 got the Impwession that the Russians hewe n good rail-
road plant, that 1% 18 well operated, and that 1t 18 dc [
satisfactory job. I think, however, that the US railrosd men
eould do g better job under similir civcumstances. 1 think that
this systen is more comparable to our aystem than any Y have
cbaerved in my travels abread, and thet we could go in there and
take over the Russian railroeds and oporate them effectively iu
& relatively short period of time.

Q You spent scmc time in the GUM departmemt store in Moseow.

-1dd you see anything worth buyingt

A

i

A: The products avallable appeareé to be all of domestic
production. The cemerus which sppealed to me appesrell to be very
well made and were not ocut of lint in price, considering the
favordble ruble rate given to tourisis.

G You met the editorisl board of i, the »ailroad
newspaper. What ispression 4ié yom fore of newHpaper ptople?

At ALl except cue appesred to be muwmtmrﬂlu

roading. One was a eivil . » Sother a mechanieal engineer,

interest materisl in their nevspeapesr huttheyém%relaﬁe
veliable information from time to time. Their newe must be of
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professional interest, and since st 1lsast some of it can be
checked on by their readers, it hes o be reasonably accuratie.

Gt Did you set any rolling stock in storage?

A: No. I 444 sec 0ld £ axXle ouys deing used as camp Cars,
however.

G: Did you observe any inefiiciency; were there instances
when the railroad peysounsl 4id not aypesr to lmow vhat they
were doing?

A: I cbsexrved po sloppy railrooding, BService wus cxcellant
and on time performapee sxgeptlonelly gzood.
Gt What vas your general impresgion of the rolling stock?

4 A: I obaerved a great deal of new rolling stoci, with many
gpecial typs for specific industrisl jobs. Nome appenred
egpecially bullt for military purposes, however. Buffers are
88411 retained on railived cars.

Q: Did you cbserve any freight dars for the transport of
A: Many. The Boviets use both $he covered hopper ond
container types.
Q: What is the Bussisn appreach to the "hot bod® problent

A Principally wide use of the woller bearing; slso ineresse
of the bearing surface to 160° inetend of 102,

25X1X6

l: I believe the USSR to b interested in an exchange
visilt of railwsy persornel.

2. The Trans-Siberian railroad will soon reach cspecity
operaticn unless thers is rother extensive inwvestment, especilally
in yerds and sidings.

» 3« Railrond tracks are alwnys wee widely separated at
ppread seema to be the rule.

4, Toere is g striking lack of mechanization in trsck
maintensnee. About 70 percent of this type of labor was female,

R & e

P

3 , Tyt v ',} 1
LN
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2« Troops were vbhserved extenoively engaging in new rail
cangtruction with 1ittle mechinery.

6, Many anow fences were observed and snow rempyel is
probably routine, as with the Canadisgns.

25X1A9a
Distribution:
Orig & 1 - Addressee
1 - D/ss
3 - 8/TR
ORR/S/tx-/naw/ss'r (4 Aug 58)
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